Growing up Together 

The growing plant is used as metaphor to describe quite a variety of things.

We speak of growing up and maturing as people. Raising children is thought of as the nurturing care that a gardener gives to his trees. Feeding, weeding, pruning and guiding can be terms that are applied to parenting and teaching. The New Testament speaks of spiritual growth and growing in faith. 

The interesting thing with the growing process is that it is both an individual and a community effort. While much of the development in size and strength is unique to the one maturing creature, the process is one of interdependence with other creatures.

The pen drawing of plants in their pots, somewhere on the grounds of garden nursery, speaks to the struggles of growth and development. Having a close look you will find both positive and negative elements to the scenario of growing up together. These can be interpreted in the context of family, culture, church, work team, self, etc. 

The plants are growing up in their own pots yet huddled closely together with the others. Some plants burst out of the confines of their shells and shoot roots into the ground. Others reach their roots into neighbouring pots and become intertwined with other roots, all the while finding sustenance in the other one’s soil. Growing requires an increasingly larger context. It is a condition for achieving the ultimate purpose of fruit bearing. Plants that at one point are flourish in their setting will need expanding boundaries over time. 

This is true for people and organizations and for families. Growth often pushes people and organizations beyond the boundaries that once served as safe limits. This is nothing to be afraid of if it enhances the further health of the individual or the organization. It can become a problem if the boundaries become barriers that hinder growth. Stunted growth inhibits the purpose of bearing good fruit. A plant that is not given benefit of more space and more soil either breaks out of the old pot to shoot its roots elsewhere or it dies. 

As long as there is life, there is growth of some sort. When growth stops the organism dies. On this side of eternity we are meant to grow toward God our gardener, to grow for Him and bear our fruit abundantly.
Faith …  is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground.  Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade." 

Mark 4 : 31

Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.' 

Matthew 13:30
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