The Wall

Years ago I befriended an inmate who was moving through the different stages of parole. After he re-offended and received a life sentence I tried to understand why he would cross a line and fall back into a devious behaviour that caused tremendous pain, a behaviour he struggled to keep away from.

It became clear to me that in matters of thoughts and desires he wasn't much different from most of us, but that he lacked the ability to keep from crossing a line that most other people would never consider crossing. I began to realize that, by the grace of God, most of us develop a deeply ingrained understanding which lines not to cross. I began to think of those lines as walls that had been erected during youth in order to prevent certain behaviours that are not God pleasing. 

There are certain lines we will not cross
These lines are like a barrier, a wall that prevents wrong behaviour. Immoral actions, unfair practices, crimes, etc. are actions that take place behind the wall and the barrier prevents us from going there. For most people that barrier has been erected during their early years in life. Through modeling and teaching and discipline they learned that certain things are simply not done, and are never to be done. This is a good wall that protects us. It marks the boundaries of decent and acceptable behaviour.

Walls change with time
But a wall does not keep its original shape forever. The forces of time and erosion wear away at it. Conduct that we at one time would not even consider might over time become quite appealing and acceptable. There are certain things we do that harm the wall and bring down our defenses. Minor decisions of dishonesty and deception, for example, are actions that, as it were, knock out a brick from the wall. They harm our defenses and can become the first steps on the way to fraud and theft. Dabbling with pornography and sexual fantasies, as another example, is like chipping away on a wall that keeps us from sexual sin. Criminal behaviour is only a small step away from law-abiding conduct if there is no barrier that keeps us from it. The more we allow the wall to be broken down, the easier it will be to cross to that other side, to conduct that is unlike what we were designed for. 

A stonemason's job
Neglecting regular wall maintenance will almost certainly result in a crumbling wall. It may take long and go unnoticed but the disintegration goes on. A wall can stay strong only if restoration is done regularly and faithfully. We must not leave the gap of a broken stone unfilled for long. We must fill it in and replace the lost brick with a new one. We are stone masons and we must not go long without mortar. To keep our conduct from deteriorating into violence we must get busy with acts of kindness and attentive care. To keep good relationships with people we must pro-actively work on strategies of relationship nurture and growth. 

Maintenance program
Prayer and Bible reading are the Christian's regular maintenance program. The chipping away on the defensive wall doesn't appear to be much of a problem but the eventual outcome of it is. Mind erosion leads to life destruction. Restoration affirms the boundaries of security and well being. 

	Maintaining good walls deals with erosion.
	
	Maintaining good walls involves restoration.

	Put a stop to it.
	
	Promote it.

	Reject thoughts that weaken your resolve.
	
	Let your thoughts dwell on things that make you strong in conduct.

	Do not listen to talk that gives appeal to things across the line.
	
	Listen to talk about the beauty of a virtuous life.

	Do not stand and stare through the gap at a life that may offer some satisfaction but no fulfillment.
	
	Keep view of the good and blessed things.


You are invited to comment and interact with this column.  Visit:  nowweseedimly.com






