Now we see dimly

As Christians we have to humbly admit that there is much of God’s nature and His will for our lives that we do not understand or appreciate well. “Now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face, now I know in part, but then I will know fully, even as I also have been fully known.” 1 Cor 13:12 (NAS / NKJ)

We receive with gratitude those moments when God gifts us with simple understandings or confirmations from His creation that help us grow in understanding and love. Those are often metaphors such as the mirror mentioned in Corinthians 13. The metaphor is a picture that functions to give us a new insight and deeper understanding, or it simply moves our hearts to give us courage, or it strengthens our will to act as we know we should.

Our Lord has infused His words and works with those pictures that remind us and help us see. Jesus had a particular fondness for word pictures that use common objects and events to teach the things of God. And He cautioned His disciples that the parables that were meant to help them see would in the mean time keep many others in the dark. The blind leaders of Israel really had no physical problem with their eyes but their minds and hearts and volition were closed as a vault where light can not enter. Even the disciples themselves needed time and work of the Spirit to see what Jesus was clearly laying out before them. 

And so do we today. The noise and glare of our culture makes it difficult to distinguish the music and colour that tell the gospel story. Jesus has said that He is present in everything but we have such a hard time seeing Him in our every day affairs. Psalm 8 often functions for us as a description of the way a poetic man saw the skies at a time when they knew little about astronomy and when no city glare obscured the view. But the heavens do really declare the glory of God and the skies do really proclaim the work of His hands. They have no speech but their voice is heard. The question is whether we are still listening. Are we still staring intently to see and perceive how Jesus holds all things together? Do we notice that He causes every tree to point up to Him, that He appoints the forests to exclaim, as Moses did with his staff, that ‘our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth’? 

Our scientific and mechanistic view of the world often robs us of the vision to see God at work.

Our seeing is often not seeing at all. John Newton admitted that it required a meeting with the God of grace to lift the cloud of darkness from him. “I once was blind but now I see.” Elijah ‘s servant, with eyes wide open, was staring blindly at hostile hillsides till God showed Him what was really there.  When we actually begin to see we realize that, what at first glance may seem evident and simple may actually carry a whole lot more meaning.

There are often multiple meanings and understandings behind the simple things and events around us. Learning to see them allows us a moment of deeper understanding and appreciation, a growing in love for our God who does not sleep, who is not far away and on whom no detail of His physical world is lost.
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